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The Publiſher to the Reader. 


Courteous Reader, 4a 
derftanaing that thu followino Ept- 
Un Was pans Mr. Libucas, Te 
a Alderman Tichburn the ſpeedy ejetti- 

n of whom out of the Office of a (ommon- 

(Connſel-man, by the means of the ſaid Aldey- 
man prevented it ſeemeth, the ſeeing of it, bu 
8 Copy of it accidentally coming #0 my hand, F 
thought good for the publick benefit, to preſent 
it tothe publike view; that ſo Scrupulous 
mings may receive ſatisfaFinn by it, to take 
the ſaid Engagement. 
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REASON 
Wherefore Licut. Col. 
JTOAN LILBURNE 
tooke the preſent 
ENG AGEMET, | = 
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$T: 3$ 3$E1ng a Freeman of Lox4ox of about tenne 
-  yeares ſtanding, and having for ſome time 
£2 Reſolved, upon Fryday latt of Jate to live 
Fo + within the City; in ogder to which, I real- 
+... ,w» ly took ſuch a lodging as by the poſſeſſi- 
3 IIEI%ES TIE 
| on of which ( till I can; get onemorecon- 
venient for my family ) as both inthe Eye of Law, Rea. 
ſon and Cuſtome, may intitle and denominate me; © to be 
an Inhabirant in that Ward ; where, and for which at 
prelent,you are particularly Alderman; and having cat- 
en, and drank, and lodged 1n my new habitation, I was 
upon Fryday morning laſt by yourpublique Beadle, war- 
ned as an Inhavitant of your Ward, to be at Bl-w-coats 
Hall in Chriffs Churchat the Ward-mote 3; whcr: by the 
affe&tion of diverſe Inhabitants, I was pat in nominatt- 
oa for the year enſuing to be one of their Common Conn 
ſell; ,and when the queſtion was pur for nic.according to 
your cuſtome, I withdrew, , and afterwards found, 
that my elc&ion by majority of hands was.clear, with- 
out all manner of diſpute z whereupon according to the 
A@you tendered me the New Exgagemezs inthele words, 
I doe Declare and promiſe,that I mill be true and fezrhfull iy 
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the Coilfilgr-n'zaltba/ England, "as the ſame # now ef: abMiſſe 1 


'tboat a King or Houſe of 1.97ds, 


7r,X ou may P eaſe to remember that I told you,l could 


cafily anc freely ſubſcribe ir,pravided,in regard TI had {or- 
merly been very K r8pulons, m taking any Eagagements at 
All'madeby the Parytament, and had formerly very much 
oppoled their Exgny meltthgand Covenants; and therefore 
to avoid that ſcandal ebart might redound to my reputation, * 
by ſigning the preſeznr Engagement, without declaring be- 
fore all the,people there.prefent,the grounds of my 1o do- 
ing; and tferctorel intreated you to let me {pcak a few 
words to them, promiſing you to be very taire"and mode- 
Fate; but you anſwered mc, it was not the. buſineſs of the 


day ; bur the people crying out, heare him, hear him, yoh 


o 
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were to | me go-on a little; but being nor well 
oq faid, you finally ſtopt me, whereupon 


Eo why? necefiratedto &1! you,that fecing you would not let 


ſpeak my mino,l muſt be neceffitated to. write it to 
you, which thus followeth. 


(Sir, Fam an Evgliſtman by Birth 8 Breeding, & therefore, 


Ave inherent in me an afte&ion,an obligation or tye of 
reſpect an Land of my nativity;bur by ſigning this 
Engagement, become ſolemnly and ſeriouſly ingaged and 
bogol by a {peciall ryc,to performe that which before was 


_ 2duty ar large,or at randome upon mc;tor by theCommez- 


wealth of Enetand in the Engagement mEetroned,l can yn- 
derftand nothing cle robe meant, bnt one of theſe two 

things, or elſe toth of them conjoyned. *; - 
Firft, By the Commorn-wealth uncerſtand all rhe good & 
\egal! People of England to be rheant. And this I do con- 
cerve the rather, becauſe tie Excagement-makers havevored, 
& declared them to be the Soyeraign or true Fountain of 
alljuſt_ power amongſt men, and to ther by Gods Aſﬀiſt- 
ance T will be true and faithfull. Or fecondly.By the Com- 
mo-weal, Of Enylarny1 underſtand the effentiall and fun- 
oft damcutall, 


"1 


damental Government of L4H as it is 30 eft al lifl ec! 
wich I conceive- priffeipally wo confiſt in 2, particulars) - 
The firft- of- which is annuall and ſucceſſive Parliaments, 
which 1s the Peoples cfſential right to injoy, as-is declared: 
by 2. {everall Acts of Parliament, now in tarce and unre- 
pealed,trz. 4. Eliz, chap. 14. and 26.Eliz .chap.to. Both 
which are confirmed by theAR of. the 1 6.0f the lateKing, 
intituled, az A# ſor the preventing of taronventences hap- 


pentng by the long intermiſſion of Parliaments ; which As 


are ſtrongly backt to be the Peoples undubirable Right, by 
ſeverall Parltament-Declarations : as particularly the Pay- 
laments grand and firſt Remonſtrance ofthe 1 5 . of Decemb, 
L 6 4 1. 1 part. book decler,pag. 17, and there declared ;of © 
the 2 .of Novemb,1642. 1 part.hook declar.pan, yo2 97094 
See allo the 4. part. Cooks inſttt. fol. g. 11. 4.2. publiſhed 
by the Parltamezt ;, yea and in the Charge againſt the late 
X199,in the firſt branch thereof: the ſaid frequent and ſucs 
ceſſive Parliaments 15 owned and declared to be- the foun- 
dation of the Government of this Nation , and of all rhe 
peoplesLiberties,the violation of which is agravared to 
X19 againſt him, by his profecuter Mr. ohz Coot , inhis - 
caſe ſtated pag.7.11.14.17.18,20.Andalfo by the Preſi- 
dent of the Hreb Court of Fuſtice, in his laſt Speech againſt 
the K1n7,the 27.0f Jan.1648.pag.11. And inthe very 
beginning of both the Acts of Treafon, upon whichT my 
felt was lately Arraigned which bears date the 1 4,0f May 
and rthe17. of Jaly 16.48,the ſubſtance of all fore-going 15 
confirmed; for it isrhere declared,that the people ſhall tor 
the future be governed by its own Repreſentatives, or Na- 
rionall mecrings in Countel, choſen and intruſted by them 
for that purpoſe; ſo that annuall & ſucceſive Parliaments 
or Repreſentatrues 15 fully owned, and Declared to be the 
prime,or chief foandation of the Government of tais Na- 


tion,unto which by the {trengrh of God I will be true. 


- . The{econd main effentiall of the Goyernment of rhis 
12.3, | Nation 


C98 A: 
Nation, is Tryall by Jurics of good andLegall men of 
the Neighbourhood 3 which manner of Tryall, being far 
more ancient then the conqueſt, I Love and Honour, and 
by Gods blesfing will be true rot. y 

*The third main eſenciall of the Government of this Na- 


tion is, that ny man thall be diſpoſicd of his lite, limb, 


liberty or eſtate, bur by due procefle of Law; as it is more 

at large (with that juſt and equitable Tryall by Jurics) 

contained in the c<.2 9 .of Magna Charta and the Petition of 

Right ; borh of which, are every branch of them tully 

confirmed by the Ac that aboliſheth the Srar-Chamler, 

2nd the A that nuls Shep-mozy, both ofthem made in the 

- x7. .0f the late King ; all of which are backt with.two 
ſeverall lare Declarations datcd the g-of Felruary, and the 

* £7. of March 1648. In both which, it 1s fully and perti- 
cularly declared, that the tore-mentioncd things, and the 

- "primecſcnciall and princtpall toundations of the Govern- 
ment of this Nation ; which good oldLawes & Cuſtomes 


2 wie: our Anceſtors (fay they) enjoyed betore the Cons 
_ queſt or Nerman-ſlavery, and ipent much of their blood, 
ro have.conformed by the Great Charter of the Libertics 
of Exzlazd,and other exclentLawes which have continued 
in all former changes, and Leing duly ecxccurcd, arc 
the moſt juſt, frce and cquall of any other Lawes inte 
World, and they there ſpend many Arguments, to illuſt- 
riate the equitableneſſe, juſtneſſe and excilency of them, 
and allo there {olemnly Declare, that really and in good 
earneſt they will maintaine, prelerve,keep and uphold the 
' ſaid fundamentdll Laws of this Nation, for & concerning 
the preſeryation of rhe lives,properties & Liberties of the 
People, with all things incident,appertaining and belong- 
ing thereunto z as they are laid down in that excclent Law 
of the Perition of Right:as they themſelves there ca!l it;unto 
al which, by the afiſtance of theAlmighty,I wil be true to. 


Now - 


(here) call rhe badges ot our freedom, the bencfit of 
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ls. > SIGN 


ſecond place in the Negative to Declare,that by the Cotn- 
mon-Wealth of Ezz/a-,l do not inthe leaff vnderfand 


It to be mean: abſtraG,or individually of the preſerit Part, 


Counſel of Srare.orCouncel of the Armv,or all of them 
conjoyned, my Reatens arc; Fir Becauſe the Mucm- 
bers of the 3. ſaid Countells rake it ay well as any others, 
and therefore it 15 nor abſtra& to themſelves that they take 
the Ergageme#t to be truc to ; for ir is INCONgruous 1n rea- 
fon, for a man to take an Engagement to be true to 


5 


lumfelf, becauſe rhere is inherent in him, an inbred rye 


or bond. which 15 one with him, that ryes and binLes 
him 1n a more nigher relation to be true ro himſelf then al - 


outward and vifible Eagazemezts can com pell him ro» be, 
and to tender a mann ENGAGEMENT 10 be 
true to himſelfe , would argue, he were judged to be void 
of anaturnl] aftc&ion ro himlelf, which in reaſon no man 
in his right underſtand! can be ſuppoſed i be, & though 
the people were compelled tG rake the Ogch, of atleg iance 
to be true to the KI N Gy yer True Darth wasmever=gy 
pelled upon him to take to be trac to himlclt, 

2. The Enzezement-mikers own a highcr power then 
themſelves , {or their Own words 45 Uic VC! d' DESHINING 
of the foreſaid Declaration of the17, of March, 1 6 48. 
are thus , the Parlramert of England elc&ed by the Pec- 
ple whom they repreſent, and by them truſted and aurho# 
rized for the common good, and 1n the ſame Declaration, 

o, 27, they have thele words, Viz, the managing of the 
affaires : ind ordering tae Government of thugs Conmon- 
wealth , and matters in order riercunto,, with which 
they are intruſted and anthorized by the conſent of all the 
People thereof, whole Repreſentarzues by election they 
are, ſo thathcre1s a clean confeſhon of rwo things, Ts, 

Firſt , That themſclves are not the Common-wealth in 


the Engagement named, 


Secondly, 


,naving anrmativety Declared whatI conceive by 
the Common-Wealth of Ezgland,l am neccffiratcd in the 


1 


* Secondly, That tacy ate nDt 1HPrcam , Dut NUQULOMIre, 
being ar mot bar Truſtees, who by. vertue thereot , cat 
rightiully make no ENGAGEMENT jor me t6 
ke ablolutely , but onely conditionally, to be true t6 
them 25 far as they. are truc tO their truſt 5 the main 'end 
£ which are bcforc in their own words ceclared, anc 
therefore 1 tgok got the Exgazement 11 atiy fenle: as ap 
prchending them ab itracto to be mcant by the Comes: 
weal:b therein named. And fo much at preicn for the far 
part of it. w—_ - 

Laſtly, As for that part withoutza X7zg or Houle C 
Lords, for my part I ſay Government i felt 1s from Goc 
or the prime Lawes of nature, without which by reafo 
of mans corruptionby the fall , he cannar live as a rate 
nall Creature, and the forcnamed things are to me tt 
effentialls of the eſtabliſhed Government of Exgl/and, an 

* were {0 reputcd before the Conqueſt ; but as for the fo! 
mes of Government , I tor my part look upon none j« 
iusre. And thefctore ſhall to the urmoſt of my powe 


15 by the Engazement TT am bound, oppole as far as inn 
T% af Al ES erihas by Fr ch Natnes or Tith 
[over they be dignified and diſtinguiſhed , rhar ſhall | 


- 


char own wills {ccke to obtrude all or any of thoſe hut 
{nil arbitrary Prerogatives, tharthe late Kezxg.or Houle, 
7.ords aſſurncd to them, it being not ſo muchTitles as tyra; 
:24ns, or arbitrary a&ions that make the people miſerabl 
' thatCreature being ſaith JohzCooke in theK7rgs caſe ſtat 
* Ppage8. tharRules by luſt and not by Law ; nor of Go 
- making nor approbation , but onely his permiſſion, at 
in page 22. he further ſaith, VWVill and Conqueſt mak 
a Title amongſt wolwes and Beares, but not amongſt me 
So with my reſpe& rendered to you , -I ate hw 
ſubſcribe my felt, yours, as farre as you are truly t 
COMMONWEALTHS, Y 


- 


December, 1649. JOHN LILBURN 


FINIS, 


